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signs of potential for suicide. Except 
for inmates confined at Metropolitan 
Correctional Centers, Federal Deten-
tion Centers or in Federal Detention 
Units, psychology staff will conduct a 
second, more comprehensive appraisal, 
ordinarily within 14 days of the in-
mate’s admission to the institution. 

(c) Referral. During regular working 
hours staff shall immediately advise 
the Program Coordinator of any in-
mate who exhibits behavior indicative 
of suicide potential. In emergency situ-
ations or during non-routine working 
hours, the potentially suicidal indi-
vidual will be placed on formal suicide 
watch pending evaluation by the Pro-
gram Coordinator or delegatee at his or 
her earliest opportunity. 

(d) Assessment/Intervention. There are 
varying degrees of potential for suici-
dal and other deliberate self-injurious 
behavior which may necessitate a vari-
ety of clinical interventions other than 
placing an inmate on suicide watch. 
These recommendations might include 
heightened staff or inmate interaction, 
a room/cell change, greater observa-
tion, or referral for psychotropic medi-
cation. 

(1) Non-suicidal inmates. If the Pro-
gram Coordinator determines that the 
inmate does not appear imminently su-
icidal, he/she shall document in writing 
the basis for this conclusion and any 
treatment recommendations made. 
This documentation is placed in the in-
mate’s medical, psychology, and cen-
tral file. 

(2) Suicidal inmates. If the Program 
Coordinator determines the individual 
to have an imminent potential for sui-
cide, the inmate will be placed on sui-
cide watch in the institution’s des-
ignated suicide prevention room. The 
actions and findings of the Program 
Coordinator will be documented, with 
copies going to the central file, med-
ical record, psychology file, and the 
Warden. The inmate on watch will or-
dinarily be seen by the Program Coor-
dinator on at least a daily basis. Unit 
staff will have frequent contact with 
the inmate while he/she is on watch. 
Only the Program Coordinator will 
have the authority to remove an in-
mate from suicide watch. Termination 
of the watch will be documented with 
copies to the central file, medical 

record, psychology file, and the War-
den. There should be a clear descrip-
tion of the resolution of the crisis and 
guidelines for follow-up care. 

§ 552.44 Housing suicidal inmates. 

Inmates on watch will be placed in 
the institution’s designated suicide 
prevention room, a non-administrative 
detention/segregation cell ordinarily 
located in the health services area. De-
spite the cell’s location, the inmate 
will not be admitted as an in-patient 
unless there are medical indications 
that would necessitate immediate hos-
pitalization. 

§ 552.45 Authority and responsibility. 

The Program Coordinator will have 
responsibility for determining the spe-
cific conditions of the watch. 

§ 552.46 Suicide watches. 

(a) Requirements for watches. Individ-
uals assigned to suicide watch will 
have verbal communication with, and 
CONSTANT observation of, the suici-
dal inmate at all times. 

(b) Inmate companions. Any institu-
tion, at the Warden’s discretion, may 
utilize inmates as companions to help 
monitor suicidal inmates. If the War-
den authorizes a companion program, 
the Program Coordinator will be re-
sponsible for the selection, training, 
assignment, and removal of individual 
companions. These companions will re-
ceive at least semi-annual training in 
program procedures and purpose. In-
mates selected as companions shall re-
ceive performance pay for time spent 
monitoring a potentially suicidal in-
mate. The authorization for the use of 
inmate companions is to be made in 
writing by the Warden on a case-by- 
case basis. 

§ 552.47 Custodial issues. 

The Program Coordinator will ar-
range for a potentially suicidal inmate 
to be removed from Special Housing 
Unit status prior to completion of his/ 
her administrative detention or sanc-
tion and placed on suicide watch. Once 
the suicide crisis is over, the inmate 
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will be expected to satisfy the adminis-
trative detention or Disciplinary Seg-
regation sanction unless the Segrega-
tion Review Official finds the comple-
tion of the administrative detention or 
sanction no longer necessary and/or ad-
visable. 

§ 552.48 Transfer of inmates to other 
institutions. 

The Program Coordinator will be re-
sponsible for making emergency refer-
rals of suicidal inmates to the appro-
priate medical center. No inmate who 
is determined to be imminently suici-
dal will be transferred to another insti-
tution, except to a medical center on 
an emergency basis. 

§ 552.49 Analysis of suicides. 

If an inmate suicide does occur, the 
Program Coordinator will immediately 
notify the Regional Administrator, 
Psychology Services, who will arrange 
for a psychological reconstruction of 
the suicide to be completed by a psy-
chologist from another institution. 

PART 553—INMATE PROPERTY 

Subpart A [Reserved] 

Subpart B—Inmate Personal Property 

Sec. 
553.10 Purpose and scope. 
553.11 Limitations on inmate personal prop-

erty. 
553.12 Contraband. 
553.13 Procedures for handling contraband. 
553.14 Inmate transfer between institutions 

and inmate release. 
553.15 Limitations on personal property— 

medical transfers. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 18 U.S.C. 3621, 3622, 
3624, 4001, 4042, 4081, 4082 (Repealed in part as 
to offenses committed on or after November 
1, 1987), 4126, 5006–5024 (Repealed October 12, 
1984 as to offenses committed after that 
date), 5039; 28 U.S.C. 509, 510; 28 CFR 0.95–0.99. 

SOURCE: 48 FR 19573, Apr. 29, 1983, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A [Reserved] 

Subpart B—Inmate Personal 
Property 

§ 553.10 Purpose and scope. 

It is the policy of the Bureau of Pris-
ons that an inmate may possess ordi-
narily only that property which the in-
mate is authorized to retain upon ad-
mission to the institution, which is 
issued while the inmate is in custody, 
which the inmate purchases in the in-
stitution commissary, or which is ap-
proved by staff to be mailed to, or oth-
erwise received by an inmate. These 
rules contribute to the management of 
inmate personal property in the insti-
tution, and contribute to a safe envi-
ronment for staff and inmates by re-
ducing fire hazards, security risks, and 
sanitation problems which relate to in-
mate personal property. Consistent 
with the mission of the institution, 
each Warden shall identify in writing 
that personal property which may be 
retained by an inmate in addition to 
that personal property which has been 
approved by the Director for retention 
at all institutions. 

[48 FR 19573, Apr. 29, 1983, as amended by 64 
FR 36753, July 7, 1999] 

§ 553.11 Limitations on inmate per-
sonal property. 

(a) Numerical limitations. Authorized 
personal property may be subject to 
numerical limitations. The institu-
tion’s Admission and Orientation pro-
gram shall include notification to the 
inmate of any numerical limitations in 
effect at the institution and a current 
list of any numerical limitations shall 
be posted on inmate unit bulletin 
boards. 

(b) Storage space. Staff shall set aside 
space within each housing area for use 
by an inmate. The designated area 
shall include a locker or other 
securable area in which the inmate is 
to store authorized personal property. 
The inmate shall be allowed to pur-
chase an approved locking device for 
personal property storage in regular 
living units. Staff may not allow an in-
mate to accumulate materials to the 
point where the materials become a 
fire, sanitation, security, or house-
keeping hazard. 
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